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1, Marilshikawa, hereby declare as fbⅡOWS:

1. 1 am over the age ofeighteen and competentto sign this Declaration.1

Subm北 this Declaration in support ofDefendant Mazda Motor ofAmerica,1nc. d小/a

Mazda NOHh Amedcan operations ("MNAO")'s response to the objections of

Francis J. Fadna.

2. 1am a Managerin the Legal A仔airs Dept., corporate services Division

Of Mazda Motor corporation ("Mazda") and have held this position since Apri1 1,

2019. MNAo is a wh011y owned subsidiary ofMazda.1n my role,1 have been and

am familiar 、、1ith Mazda's regulatory obligations for certifying vehicles for sale,

Mazda's intemal compliance govemance related to certifying vehicles for sale, and

Mazda's involvement in and response to related investigations. Based on my prior

and cunentjob responsibilities and my review ofMazda's corporate documents and

records keptin the ordinary coud ofbusiness,including information obtained by other

Mazda persolmelin the course of their duties,1 am persona11y familiar with the

infonnation discussed in this declaration.1n particular,1 am familiar 、八lith the

information discussed in the objections to the G1ιt1リ'ie v. A1αZda Alot01'"111el'ica,111C.

dass action settlementreferenced below, specifica11y the scope and resU1船 ofa recent

investigation Mazda completed into its compliance with Japan's standards forvehicle

Certi丘Cation as discussed belo、V.

3. Except asto those mattersstated upon infonnation and belief-fbrwhich

matters l have a good faith basis to believe are tNe and correct l make this

declaration based on personalhlowledge and my review ofcorporate documents and

records kept in the ordinary course of business, includin菖 information obtained by

Other Mazda personnelin the course oftheir duties.1fca11ed as a witness,1 Could and

Would testify competently as to the matters set forth in this Dedaration.

4. 1have been informed that Francis J. Farina ("Farina") is the plaintiffin a

Proposed class action cunendy pending in the w'estem District ofNonh carolina,
2
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Fariπa v. Aず'azda Alotor qf"冱nlel'ica,111C. et α1., NO.3:23・CV・50 (the " Fα1'iπα action").

I have been informed thattheFα1力1α action was odgina11y filed on January 28,2023,

and Farina later amended his complaint on May 2,2023, to bring daims under the

Clean Air Act related to the valve stem seals in 2021 Mazda cx・30, CX-5, CX・9,

Mazda3, and Mazda6 Vehicles offered for lease or sale in the united states (the

" Far力1α Putative class vehicles").

5. 1 have 6,1rther been informed that there is a proposed senlement in the

instant action 山at would settle claims related to the valve stems seals in the f0110wing

Vehicles: MY2021 Mazda2 UaP即built); MY 2021 肌d 2022 M能da3 (Mexicobuilt);

MY 2021 and 2022 CX、30 (Mexico built); MY 2021 Mazda6; MY 2021 CX5; MY

2021 CX9 (the "G1ιが11'ie settlement class vehicles").

6. As part ofpreparing this declaration,1 revie、ved a declaration styled

"supplemental Declaration of Francis J. Farina in support of objection to the

Settlement and Fee petition," dated June 20,2024 (the " June Declaration").1 have

been informed that Farina filed 血e June Declaration in the instant action as document

number 129-1.

フ. 1n the June Dedaration, Farina referencesthree ne、¥s articles that discuss

the a11eged falsification or manipulation of vehicle testing by Mazda (the " June

Declaration News Anicles").1 am persona11y familiar with these three news articles

and the information and statements contained in them.

8. 1n Japan, new vehicle models manufactured for sale in Japan must be

Certified under Japan'S "Type Designation" certification system, a cedification

System that ensures a11ne、v vehicles comply with the safety, environmental, and other

regulations set by the Japanese govemment for山at vehicle type.

9. 1n January 2024, pursuantto a request from Japan'S Ministry of Land,

Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (the "Ministry"), Mazda began investigating

its histodcal compliance 、×1ith the Type Designation application requirements (the

"1nvestigation").
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10. The facts and circumstances sunounding the lnvestigation and the results

thereofhave been the subject of many ne、vs stories,including the June Dedaration

News A札icles.

11.1he lnvestigations consisted ofrevie、¥ing a112,403 tests used for Type

Designation applications forthe period covering January 2014 through January 2024

to determine whetherthere were any ineguladties in the application process.

12. The invest電ation fbund two inegularities affecting the implementation

Of five tests in vehicles produced in Japan for sale in Japan. These results were

reported to the Ministry on May 30,2024.

13. The first irregularity found was an ine名Ularity in the vehicle crash tests

forthree models designed and manufactured for sale in Japan and that are n010n号er

in production: the Atenza (production period November 2014 through Apri12018),

theAxela(production period August2016 to Feb川ary2019),and小eAtenza/、Mazda6

(production period Apri1 2018 to Apri1 2024). The irregularity 、vas found in the

Cedificauon test for occupant protection in 小e event ofa front c011ision. Mazda has

Since re-Nn a11tests in compliance 圦lith applicable testing procedures and confirmed

that a11 affected vehicles' safety performance meets the legal standard fbr occupant

Protection perfbrmance in the event ofa frontal c011ision.1n other words, despite the

inegularities in the certification application procedures, the vehicles are 6,111y

Compliant with Japan's safety standards.

14. The second inegularity found 、vas in the certification testing of two

models cunently in production for sale in Japan, the Mazda2 (production pedod

beginning in June 202D and the Roadster RF (production period begirming in June

2018). The irreguladty was found in certification testin号 relating to engine gasoline

OU中Ut, where it was found that engine control s0丘Ware was re、vritten to paniaⅡy

disable the ignition timing adjust 6.1nction and thetesting was therefore not performed

Using engine control softwaN in the same condition as a mass・production vehicle

Would perform. Mazda has since completed re・tests to reapply for type designation
4
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Certi行Cation for the affected vehicles and con丘rmed that the affected vehicles'

Perfbmlance complies 、vith applicable Japanese standards.

15. After findin旦 and reponing these ineguladties, Mazda suspended

Japanese domestic production and shゆment ofthe affected models stiⅡ in production

(namely,the Mazda2 and the Roadster FR) within Japan. since then,the Ministry has

Confirmed Mazda's finding that a11 five affected vehicle models complied with

applicable standards despite the testing inegulaHties in the type・designation

application process. Accordingly, shゆment and production of the affected vehicles

Sti11in production has resumed effective July l,2024.

16. Mazda has undertaken measures to prevent any recunence of these

Iimited irregularities, e仟orts that are reported to and monitored by the Ministry.

17.1mportantly, a11inegularities as discussed above and that、vere mentioned

in the ne、vs anicles and in Farina's declarations pertained to vehicles produced for

distribution in Japan only, f0110wing tests performed in Japan with respect to

Compliance with Japan's certi6Cations standards.

18. None of the testing inegularities that were found pertained to vehicles

that weN sold in the united states, and none of 小e testing ineguladties that were

found pertained to testing done for cenification of vehicles for distribution in the

United states.

19. Fina11y, none of the irregularities in testing procedures that were

f0Ⅱnd pertained to the Fariπα Putative class vehicles or the GUがlrie settlement

Class vehicles. Although the Mazda6 as manufactured and tested for sale in Japan

Was found to be an affected vehicle, the testing inegulanty found related to testing

for certification in Japan, not for certification in the united states. Moreover, the

testing inegularity found with respectto the Mazda6 dealt W北h vehicle safety crash

testing, nottestin旦 related to the valve stem seal, vehicle engine performance, vehicle

emissions perfonnance, or anything else related to Fadna's claims or the G1ι所1'ie

actlon.
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I declare under penalty of peuury under the laws of the united states of

Amedca thatthe fore旦oing is t川e and conect. Executed thiS 11th day of september

2024, at Hiroshima, Japan.3
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on September 12, 2024, I electronically filed the foregoing 

with the Clerk of Court using the CM/ECF system and I served a copy of the foregoing 

pleading on all counsel for all parties, via the CM/ECF system and/or mailing same 

by United States Mail, properly addressed, and first class postage prepaid, to all 

counsel of record in this matter. 

By: /s/ Jahmy S. Graham
Jahmy S. Graham

Case 8:22-cv-01055-DOC-DFM     Document 158     Filed 09/12/24     Page 7 of 7   Page ID
#:7518


